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Forest Service, USDA Pt. 262 

§ 261.76 Regulations applicable to Re-
gion 6, Pacific Northwest Region, as 
defined in § 200.2. [Reserved] 

§ 261.77 Prohibitions in Region 8, 
Southern Region. 

(a) Using or occupying any area of 
the Sumter National Forest or the 
Chattahoochee National Forest abut-
ting the Chattooga River for the pur-
pose of entering or going upon the 
River in, on, or upon any floatable ob-
ject or craft of every kind or descrip-
tion, unless authorized by permit ob-
tained through registration at Forest 
Service Registration Stations abutting 
the Chattooga River located at High-
way 28, Low-Water Bridge, Earl’s Ford, 
Sandy Ford, Highway 76, Woodall 
Shoals, or Overflow Bridge or unless 
authorized under special use permit. 

(b) Using or occupying within the 
scope of any commercial operation or 
business any area of the Sumter Na-
tional Forest or the Chattahoochee Na-
tional Forest abutting the Chattooga 
River for the purpose of entering or 
going upon the River in, on, or upon 
any floatable object or craft of every 
kind or description, unless authorized 
by special use permit. 

(c) Violating or failing to comply 
with any of the terms or conditions of 
any permit authorizing the occupancy 
and use specified in paragraph (a) or (b) 
of this section is prohibited. 

(d) Entering, going, riding, or float-
ing upon any portion or segment of the 
Chattooga River within the boundaries 
of the Chattahoochee National Forest 
in, on, or upon any floatable object or 
craft of every kind of description, un-
less authorized by a permit obtained 
through registration at Forest Service 
Registration Stations abutting the 
Chattooga River located at Highway 28, 
Low-Water Bridge, Earl’s Ford, Sandy 
Ford, Highway 76, Woodall Shoals, or 
Overflow Bridge or unless authorized 
under special use permit. 

(e) Entering, going, riding, or float-
ing within the scope of any commercial 
operation or business upon any portion 
or segment of the Chattooga River 
within the boundaries of the Chat-
tahoochee National Forest in, on, or 
upon any floatable object or craft of 
every kind or description, unless au-
thorized by special use permit. 

(f) Violating or failing to comply 
with any of the terms or conditions of 
any permit authorizing the occupancy 
and use specified in paragraph (d) or (e) 
of this section is prohibited. 

[43 FR 3706, Jan. 27, 1978] 

§ 261.78 Prohibitions applicable to Re-
gion 9, Eastern Region, as defined 
in § 200.2. 

(a) Using or occupying any area of 
the Manistee National Forest abutting 
the Pine River between a point com-
mencing 1 mile downstream from Lin-
coln Bridge to a point one-half mile up-
stream from Stronach Dam, for the 
purpose of entering, leaving, or going 
upon the river, in, on, or upon any 
floatable object of any kind or descrip-
tion during specific dates set forth an-
nually and posted in such locations and 
manner as to reasonably bring the clo-
sure and dates to the attention of the 
public, is prohibited unless otherwise 
authorized by permit. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[43 FR 42749, Sept. 21, 1978] 

§ 261.79 Regulations applicable to Re-
gion 10, Alaska Region, as defined 
in § 200.2. [Reserved] 

PART 262—LAW ENFORCEMENT 
SUPPORT ACTIVITIES 

Subpart A—Rewards and Payments 

Sec. 
262.1 Definitions. 
262.2 Rewards in connection with fire or 

property prosecutions. 
262.3 Payments for information and evi-

dence in furtherance of investigations. 
262.4 Audit of expenditures. 
262.5 Disposal of purchased property. 

Subpart B—Administrative Impoundment 
and Removal 

262.10 Impoundment and disposal of unau-
thorized livestock. 

262.11 Impoundment of dogs. 
262.12 Impoundment of property. 
262.13 Removal of obstructions. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1011(f); 16 U.S.C. 470ee, 
470ff, 470gg, 472, 551, 559a; 40 U.S.C. 552; 41 
CFR 102–41. 
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Subpart A—Rewards and 
Payments 

§ 262.1 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

subparts A and B: 
Camping equipment. Personal property 

used in or suitable for camping, includ-
ing any vehicle used for transportation 
and all equipment in possession of a 
person camping, other than food and 
beverages. 

Damage. To injure, mutilate, deface, 
destroy, cut, chop, girdle, dig, exca-
vate, kill, or in any way harm or dis-
turb. 

Forest officer. An employee of the 
Forest Service. 

Law enforcement personnel. An em-
ployee of the Forest Service who is a 
special agent, law enforcement officer, 
or reserve law enforcement officer. 

National Forest System. As defined in 
the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974, the 
‘‘National Forest System’’ includes all 
National Forest lands reserved or with-
drawn from the public domain of the 
United States, all National Forest 
lands acquired through purchase, ex-
change, donation, or other means, the 
National Grasslands and land utiliza-
tion projects administered under Title 
III of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Ten-
ant Act (50 Stat. 525, 7 U.S.C. 1010–1012), 
and other lands, waters or interests 
therein which are administered by the 
Forest Service or are designated for ad-
ministration by the Forest Service as a 
part of that system. 

Vehicle. Any device in, upon, or by 
which any person or property may be 
transported, including any frame, chas-
sis, or body of any motor vehicle, ex-
cept devices used exclusively upon sta-
tionary rails or tracks. 

[79 FR 44295, July 31, 2014] 

§ 262.2 Rewards in connection with 
fire or property prosecutions. 

(a) Law enforcement personnel may 
pay up to $50,000 as a reward for infor-
mation and evidence leading to the 
conviction of any person for: 

(1) Willfully or maliciously setting 
on fire or causing to be set on fire any 
timber, underbrush, or grass on Na-
tional Forest System lands or on non- 

National Forest System lands if the 
fire endangers or injures National For-
est System lands or users; 

(2) Kindling or causing to be kindled 
a fire on National Forest System lands 
or on non-National Forest System 
lands if the fire endangers or injures 
National Forest System lands or users; 
or 

(3) Destroying, damaging, or stealing 
any property of the United States. 

(b) See 36 CFR 296.17 for direction on 
payment of a reward from a criminal or 
civil penalty collected under Section 6 
or 7 of the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 470ee or 470ff) 
for information and evidence leading to 
the criminal conviction or civil liabil-
ity of the person who paid the penalty. 

(c) Officers and employees of the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture may not receive rewards under 
this section. 

(d) Submit applications for a reward 
to the Special Agent in Charge who has 
responsibility for the investigation in-
volved in the violation of law no later 
than 3 months after the date of convic-
tion of an offender. Applications sub-
mitted after that date will not be con-
sidered. To allow all claimants to 
present their claims within the pre-
scribed limit, the Special Agent in 
Charge shall not take action with re-
spect to rewards regarding an inves-
tigation until 3 months after the date 
of conviction of an offender. 

(e) The Special Agent in Charge re-
serves the right to refuse payment of a 
reward when it is determined that col-
lusion or improper methods were used 
to secure the conviction involved. 

(f) The Special Agent in Charge re-
serves the right to pay only one reward 
where several persons have been con-
victed of the same offense or where one 
person has been convicted of several of-
fenses, but may, depending on the cir-
cumstances, determine that payment 
of a reward for each conviction is justi-
fied. 

[79 FR 44295, July 31, 2014] 
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§ 262.3 Payments for information and 
evidence in furtherance of inves-
tigations. 

(a) Approval of Payment. Law enforce-
ment personnel may pay for informa-
tion and evidence in furtherance of in-
vestigations of felonies and mis-
demeanors related to Forest Service 
administration. 

(1) Criminal investigators in the GS– 
1811 series and other law enforcement 
personnel designated by the Chief of 
the Forest Service, Director of Law En-
forcement and Investigations, or Spe-
cial Agent in Charge may, without 
prior approval, pay up to $1,000 for in-
formation and evidence under this sec-
tion. 

(2) Payments over $1,000 and up to 
$5,000 require prior written approval 
from the Special Agent in Charge. 

(3) Payments over $5,000 and up to 
$10,000 require prior written approval 
from the Director of Law Enforcement 
and Investigations. 

(4) Payments over $10,000 require 
prior written approval from the Chief 
of the Forest Service. 

(b) Limitations. Payments for infor-
mation and evidence under this section 
are restricted to furthering investiga-
tions of felony and misdemeanor viola-
tions. Payments for information and 
evidence in furtherance of investiga-
tions of infractions are not authorized 
under this section. 

[79 FR 44295, July 31, 2014] 

§ 262.4 Audit of expenditures. 
The Chief of the Forest Service shall, 

through appropriate directives to agen-
cy personnel, assure the accountability 
of all funds spent in carrying out the 
provisions of this subpart and safe-
guard the identity of those wishing to 
remain anonymous. 

[48 FR 26605, June 9, 1983] 

§ 262.5 Disposal of purchased prop-
erty. 

All evidence purchased under the au-
thority of this subpart shall be main-
tained in accordance with all laws, reg-
ulations, and rules applicable to the 
care, custody, and control of evidence. 
Evidence purchased under this subpart 
shall be disposed of in accordance with 
laws, regulation, rules, and Forest 

Service policy applicable to the dis-
posal of evidence. 

[48 FR 26605, June 9, 1983] 

Subpart B—Administrative 
Impoundment and Removal 

§ 262.10 Impoundment and disposal of 
unauthorized livestock. 

Unauthorized livestock or livestock 
in excess of those authorized by a graz-
ing permit on the National Forest Sys-
tem, which are not removed therefrom 
within the periods prescribed by this 
regulation, may be impounded and dis-
posed of by a forest officer as provided 
herein. 

(a) When a Forest officer determines 
that such livestock use is occurring, 
has definite knowledge of the kind of 
livestock, and knows the name and ad-
dress of the owners, such livestock may 
be impounded any time five days after 
written notice of intent to impound 
such livestock is mailed by certified or 
registered mail or personally delivered 
to such owners. 

(b) When a Forest officer determines 
that such livestock use is occurring, 
but does not have complete knowledge 
of the kind of livestock, or if the name 
of the owner is unknown, such live-
stock may be impounded any time 15 
days after the date a notice of intent to 
impound livestock is first published in 
a local newspaper and posted at the 
county courthouse and in one or more 
local post offices. The notice will iden-
tify the area in which it will be effec-
tive. 

(c) Unauthorized livestock or live-
stock in excess of those authorized by 
a grazing permit on National Forest 
System which are owned by persons 
given notice under paragraph (a) of this 
section, and any such livestock in 
areas for which a notice has been post-
ed and published under paragraph (b) of 
this section, may be impounded with-
out further notice any time within the 
12-month period immediately following 
the effective date of the notice or no-
tices given under paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section. 

(d) Following the impoundment of 
livestock, a notice of sale of impounded 
livestock will be published in a local 
newspaper and posted at the county 
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courthouse and in one or more local 
post offices. The notice will describe 
the livestock and specify the date, 
time, and place of the sale. The date 
shall be at least five days after the 
publication and posting of such notice. 

(e) The owner may redeem the live-
stock any time before the date and 
time set for the sale by submitting 
proof of ownership and paying for all 
expenses incurred by the United States 
in gathering, impounding, and feeding 
or pasturing the livestock. However, 
when the impoundment costs exceed 
fair market value a minimum accept-
able redemption price at fair market 
value may be established for each head 
of livestock. 

(f) If the livestock are not redeemed 
on or before the date and time fixed for 
their sale, they shall be sold at public 
sale to the highest bidder, providing 
this bid is at or above the minimum 
amount set by the Forest Service. If a 
bid at or above the minimum amount 
is not received, the livestock may be 
sold at private sale at or above the 
minimum amount, reoffered at public 
sale, condemned and destroyed, or oth-
erwise disposed of. When livestock are 
sold pursuant to this regulation, the 
forest officer making the sale shall fur-
nish the purchaser a bill or other writ-
ten instrument evidencing the sale. 
Agreements may be made with State 
agencies whereby livestock of unknown 
ownership and livestock of known own-
ership, which are not redeemed by the 
owner, are released to the agency for 
disposal in accordance with State law, 
Provided, That remuneration of pro-
ceeds from the sale of said animals in 
excess of costs of impoundment and to 
arrange for disposal of livestock of 
known ownership will be refunded to 
the former owner. 

[42 FR 2961, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 43 
FR 36245, Aug. 16, 1978. Redesignated at 48 FR 
26605, June 9, 1983] 

§ 262.11 Impoundment of dogs. 
Any dog found running at large in a 

part of the National Forest System, 
which has been closed to dogs running 
at large, may be captured and im-
pounded by Forest officers. Forest offi-
cers will notify the owner of the dog, if 
known, of such impounding, and the 
owner will be given five days to redeem 

the dog. A dog may be redeemed by the 
owner submitting adequate evidence of 
ownership and paying all expenses in-
curred by the Forest Service in cap-
turing and impounding it. If the owner 
fails to redeem the dog within five days 
after notice, or if the owner cannot be 
ascertained within 10 days from the 
date of impounding, the dog may be de-
stroyed or otherwise disposed of at the 
discretion of the Forest officer having 
possession of it. 

[42 FR 2961, Jan. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 48 
FR 26605, June 9, 1983] 

§ 262.12 Impoundment of property. 
(a) Automobiles or other vehicles, 

trailers, boats, and camping equipment 
and other inanimate personal property 
on National Forest System lands with-
out the authorization of a Forest offi-
cer which are not removed therefrom 
within the prescribed period after a 
warning notice as provided in this reg-
ulation may be impounded by a Forest 
officer. Whenever such Forest officer 
knows the name and address of the 
owner, such impoundment may be ef-
fected at any time five days after the 
date that written notice of the trespass 
is mailed by registered mail or deliv-
ered to such owner. 

(b) If the local Forest Officer does not 
know the name and address of the 
owner of property in trespass, im-
poundment may be effected at any 
time 72 hours after a notice of inten-
tion to impound the property in tres-
pass is posted in at least one place in 
the vicinity of the property. 

(c) Personal property impounded 
under this regulation may be disposed 
of at the expiration of 90-days after the 
date of impoundment. The owner may 
redeem the personal property within 
the 90-day period by submitting proof 
of ownership and paying all expenses 
incurred by the United States in adver-
tising, gathering, moving, impounding, 
storing, and otherwise caring for the 
property, and also for the value of the 
use of the site occupied during the pe-
riod of the trespass. 

(d) The owner of impounded property 
may redeem it by the date set for its 
disposition, but shall remain liable for 
all costs associated with its impound-
ment, removal, transportation, and 
storage. Impounded property that is 
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not redeemed by the date set for its 
disposition shall become the property 
of the United States and may be re-
tained by the Forest Service for offi-
cial use, sold at public sale to the high-
est bidder, or otherwise disposed of. 
When impounded property is sold, the 
forest officer conducting the sale shall 
furnish the purchaser with a bill of sale 
or other written instrument evidencing 
the sale. The original owner shall re-
main liable for all costs associated 
with impoundment, removal, transpor-
tation, and storage of the property, 
minus any amount received from the 
sale of the property. 

(e) The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to the impoundment or 
disposal of beached logs in Alaska if 
deemed abandoned under State law. 

[42 FR 2961, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46 
FR 33521, June 30, 1981. Redesignated at 48 
FR 26604, June 9, 1983; 79 FR 44296, July 31, 
2014] 

§ 262.13 Removal of obstructions. 

A Forest Officer may remove or have 
removed a vehicle or other object on 
National Forest System lands that is 
abandoned or vandalized or that poses 
an impediment or hazard to the safety, 
convenience, or comfort of National 
Forest System visitors. 

[79 FR 44296, July 31, 2014] 

PART 264—PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 

Subpart A—Official Forest Service Insignia 

Sec. 
264.1 Definitions. 
264.2 Use of insignia. 
264.3 Licensing for commercial use. 
264.4 Unauthorized use. 
264.5 Power to revoke. 

Subpart B—Mount St. Helens National 
Volcanic Monument Symbol 

264.10 Establishment. 
264.11 Use of symbol. 
264.12 Use without permission. 
264.13 Unauthorized use. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301. 

Subpart A—Official Forest Service 
Insignia 

SOURCE: 49 FR 7367, Feb. 29, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 264.1 Definitions. 
(a) The term Insignia means the Offi-

cial Forest Service Insignia as shown 
here 

or any likeness thereof, in total or in 
part, which is used in such a manner as 
to suggest the insignia. 

(b) The term Chief means the Chief of 
the Forest Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, or a person designated to 
act for the Chief. 

§ 264.2 Use of insignia. 
The Forest Service insignia is re-

served for the official use of the Forest 
Service. Such use will be primarily for 
identification purposes. The Chief may 
authorize other uses of the insignia as 
follows: 

(a) Public service use. The Chief may 
authorize the use of the insignia for 
non-commercial educational purposes, 
without charge when such use is essen-
tially a public service and will con-
tribute to public knowledge and under-
standing of the Forest Service, its mis-
sion, and objectives. An example of this 
would be the use of the insignia on a 
printed program for a dedication cere-
mony where the Forest Service partici-
pates but is not the sponsor of the 
event. 

(b) Commercial use. Through the 
issuance of licenses, the Chief may au-
thorize commercial use of the insignia 
to (1) contribute to the public recogni-
tion of the Forest Service, such as a 
likeness of the insignia on a toy forest 
ranger’s truck or (2) promote employee 
esprit de corps or pride in the organiza-
tion, such as a likeness of the insignia 
on belt buckles. Such use must be con-
sistent with the status of a national in-
signia. Business or calling cards com-
mercially prepared for employees, at 
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